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The Theaters
Troubles of a Sue erasful Playwright

By Percy Hammond
IT IS ssid thst the young playwright and his manuscript are the most

forlorn of an the heartbreaking pictures in the theater. You hava

read of them as they haunt the producers' office.«, determined to pre¬

vail, snd of their despondency when they arc turned away without being
ibis to do so. Their bright hopes when parting from one another, and

the miseries of their subsequent reunion«»; the futile endeavors with agents,
managers and sctors, the schemes devised ti gc-t a hearing.are all familiar.

Ax.d so are their emotions of righteous envy as, frustrated, they see other
sothor» snd other plays achieving glory and prosperity with what, it seems

to tbem, Is a great deal of ease and a very little worthiness.
« <. «

I wss risking of this the other day to Mr. John Golden, the pro-

dasar, snd Mr. Austin Strong, tho author of "The Seventh Heaven,"
one of t-he »»sason's moat distinguished "successes." We were standing
in the »tar of the Booth Theater, watching the play's operations upon

its ssVOs*ntad audience, and I was moved to congratulate them on that

pltmring tpectac]*. "Fair wind««, «smooth vnters and a contenting hsven!"
isitf I to Mr. Strong, for I was talking to a poet. "You belong to

the h»ppy band of those who do well and do it with comfort. You get a

.»tteiTjlsting idea and you develop it into a drama. You take the manu¬

al»» to John tolden, a producer of high standing, who reads it at once and

socspts it. Ho asks you what actors he shall engage to interpret your work
¦ad you tell him your selection«;. He hire«: thorn and puts them into re-

«Sfrsal. The play is presented At a leading \. Y. theater, and newspaper
«dtif-«. including myself, disparage it. At once it becomes a prodigious
.*¦****.«.», bringing money and acclaim. You have such further enjoyment
ia it as may result from seeing me, as I watch this large and fascinated
sadltnce, giving evidence of my demerits as a critic of your drama."

Mr. Strong then informed me that "The Seventh Heaven" had its many
vieisiitudes, even as nearly all the successful plays have them. There was

«sell rough going before it reached the summer places. Again recalling
Hr. Strong's prestige as a man of letters, I ventured to join him with

*f90tstion, th'.s:
Did the road --rind uphill all the tray?

Vea. to th« very end
Did the journey take the whol« long day?
From morn to night, my friend.

So h« ard Mr. -Golden, who also belong« to the inteilingentaia, were

.aeouraged to tell me something about the complicated joys and sorrows

»tallied in the history of "The Seventh Heaven." It was rather nice of

tssm to be so friendly, for my printed deprecation of the plsy had

Wra cold snd superior, though not an impediment. Mr. Golden's remarks
tas rsviewcr after a hostile -review are usually these: "You wrote what

ït« thought about it, and I like you for that, at least." There are others.
a m m

Weil, years ago. Mr. Strong while at a tea party in London, heard

»¦ oíd French legend. It was about the pretty chatelaine of a castle in

frtvfi.ee. perhaps, who Kent her sweetheart to the Crusades. In the course

dkii absence she became disfigured by smallpox. Waiting for hi« return,

.st »uffcre«! in contemplation of his horror when he would come back and
.*» b«r hidfous instead of beautiful. But after the wars were over and
.aWter came home he was blind. And so they lived, comparatively happy,
.» sfter.

Tlweupon Mr. Strong composed a poetic drama on that theme, a

*¦* which now disappears from these annals. Long afterward, how,

**».. »a wrote a one-act play during hiB summer at Nantucket around
*WrtTaTttiori and took it to Mr. Golden. There was nothing doing by Mr.

**.*" in the one-act play line. Mr. Strong then made it longer and

,*'^*4»*ith it. Many comedies were engaging the attention of the im-
****** »sal -1C WÄ8 hard to find. Mr. Strong waited, not impatiently, in

T^tassta* for weeks. Encountering Mr. Golden in his dsshes from

,?**"*.'.*¦taeater, ha would say "Look it over, John; it's better than my

1k**> Wias Kool.,.' " Eventually Mr. Golden had an hour of leisure and

^***i H to a scrutiny of Mr. Strong's opus. "Ill dc it," he said, adding,
.¦-1». "with s taw changes. I'll get Winchell Smith to stag»

*-r» Smith, whose sagacity as a showman is conspicuous, looked it

..Waad «aid: "It isn't there, John. I wouldn't touch it." Mr. Golden,
*.* »»«rtincijd, took it to William Gillette. "I don't understand it." said

'«a, declining. "It's about street folk, isn't it, and life in the

****** mtwetsV' Robert Milton, an intelligent director, was entreated
WMr. Goi4#n to put it on. "What's it all about?" asked Mr. Milton a».

*>sara*d by on the other side. "Don't worry. Austin." seM «Mr. Golden
*¦**. Strong. "Kdgar Selwyn will be glad to help us fió it." But Mr.

22*» .'ter studying the play, pronounced it "too foreign." Arthur

ydp» described it as a "a mess," and Karl Carroll and Walter Jordan,

¡2[**-ers of prosperous theaters^ turned it down. Douglas Fair-

**** »aw nothing in it to tempt him from the pictures and neither did

J¡JM Meighan snd Lionel Barrymore. Augustus Thomas and Walter

J*-**« were the only friends the play had, betides Mr. Golden and Mr.

**f-*ag.
. » .

/pi «tags it myself," declared Mr. Golden eventually. And so:

\¡*- Ths title of the play then was -'Heaven." "Too cold." Mr. Golden

2*^" "*hat other names have you, Austin?" "How about 'Valor'?'

a?*1*' Strong. "Not so good," was Mr. Golden's answer. "Do you care

¿b*** Candles'7" Mr. Strong inquired. "A little, but not enough," Mr.

¡¡¡.a «repltod. "Let's christen it 'The Seventh Heaven.' " Mr. Golden
*******. "That," Mr. Strong answered, "is its name."

. a .

' Blttar battis* waged thereafter between Mr. Golden and Mr.^Sttopg,
+ 9t whom has a flns respect and admiration for the ot«"i 1 ow-

*»*». xt]ñr." »»M Mr «atronr. ";n tree*m f» ernten .tehn H» '. n *-»-.«v

Parid XTarfield, tehom Datid Beieseo trill prêtant ms Shyioek In "The Merchant of Venice*," at the Lyceum Theater Thursday aeaning

Every Man in
His Oten Humo

4 knight for Juliet
SIR: Ac thi.« time when the press

packed with talk about this ata
and that star's plena for play!

Juliet. I wiih to contribute my ti

renta to the noise.from the vlewpol
of an averago Shakespeare «»nthuslaj
A few »rasons ago I chanced to t

Miss Bertha Broad aa Juliet In Welt«

Hampden's production at the Aeaderr
of Music In Brooklyn. Well, sir, thi
girl actually "stopped" the «how In t>
balcony scene and after the potle
scerle. The following day I purchaai
erery metropolitan newspaper, expec

ir.g to be greeted by big headllnea o

¡the dramatic pages «bout the wondei

fully vital perfornianee of thh Mil

! Broad. Not a word.nothing! Later
was informed that city critics aeldoi

¡If ever travel to Brooklyn to wltnei
i performances.

Since that memorable evening I ha
lost complete track of Mis« Broad antl
In an issue of "The ffeeSÉa« Magasine
1 noticed her photo shove the state

ment: "A Bon; Juliet." "On the Roa«

I to Stardom," etc

i But that was all. _a»t week I me

an oldtiniT in «laasfca of the theater
who takes a particular interest it

Shakespeare work, and in reply to mj

query he said that he had heard fron'
some one that Mi«« Broad had aban'
doned her "Shakespeare «trBgg«
because manager», if at a I interested
in doing the bard's matt« rpieces,

, wantqS "names" only.
«Vow, Mr. Kditor, I am not acquainted

with Mis» Broad, nor do I I
who I« yet I would like to tel! the
world loud enough for the manager» to

Hear me that if any of then present»
Kfsa Bertha Bread as Juliet I'd guar¬
antee an attendance of at least fifty
persons, friends of mine. Here la a

young girl who has proved ehe can play
Juliet splendidly . . . and nobody
is having het to do it! Will they weit
until ahe is the proverbial fifty before

they give her the chance again?
To any manager who it further in¬

terested I will send a check for the

fifty seats in advance and he can

charge speculator»' price-'
fHAKIr.S PHI.StA.S DAI

.R. V. R"
Sir: After looking at th* Theater

New Theatrical Offerings
Jn-fAVNFfl KREISLER".The Selaryn« will present Ben-Aml In this

fantastic melodrama from the German of Carl Melnhard and Rodolph
Bemaner at the Apollo Theater on Wednesday night. Prank Reicher
directed the production. In Berlin the play »>s» presented under the

title of "Die Wunderlichen Geschlrhlen arm Kapellmeister» Krrlsler."
l/ool» N. Parker ha» made the Engllih adaptation for the presenta¬
tion here and In london. E. N. von Resnlcek. Interpolate« mualc
ha« been cmbrllhhcd by original motifs for the ballet by Maa
Bendlx, who will direct the orchestra. S»end Gade, the Danish

Inventur, who Inrrnted the sli stage.» In one and whoee mechanical
effect« make poealble the prodaction of forty-two ecene* In the time

limit of the average play, has superintended the technical and «cenlc
effect« personally and Poklne has directed the ballot. Ben-Aml'a

«opporting company will Include more than 100 player», and Ix>tua

Rohb «HI play the verloue women who embody the Ideal at "Johanne«

hrelsler."
'THE GOD OF VENGKANCB**-»Rudolph Schlldkraot «nil make hi« débat

on the English speaking etage on Wednesday night at the Province-

town Theater, whan the Player« Company will present him In Sholom
Ash's play, which will be seaa for the flrvt time In Engll»h. Mr.
Srhlldkraat created the leading pert when Ma« Reinhardt produced
the play la Berlin and ha» alao slaye- tbe gart In Yiddish. The caet

Include» Eather Stockton, Virginia MacFadyea, l.ou Horln, Ham

Borland, Dorothea Nolan, Lillian Tal/. Morrt« Karnowikr and James

Melghan. The setting la one of the larger eitle« of Poland at the

present time. Cle-n Throckmorton designed the production.
IHK MKI(( IAMT Of ¦ PHOT ISS« Warlield will appear aa Shylock

In Da» id Bclxeco'« Shake«marean production at the l.reum Theater

on Thursday evening. In the supporting cast are Philip Merlvale,
tlassenio; A. E. Aneo*. Duke of Venice; Ian Maduren. Antonio; W.I.
I'erclval, Gratlano; Herbert Grimwood, Prince of Morocco; -.liiert

Hurning, Tubal: Horace Braham, I>orenio; Reginald Goode, Salanlo;

Herbert Hanson. Salarino; Kuller Melli»h. Old («obbu; ( hsrles liar«

bary, Balthasar; Perclval Vivian. Launcrlot Gobbo; Edward II.

«ever. Stephano; Edward (randall. l^onardo; Ward« de Wolf«.
Jester: Mck Long, Clerk of the Court; H. Brown, Ducal Messenger;
Mary Servos», Portia; Mart Elll«, Nerieea. and Jalla Adler. Jeselca.

The »elting» are by Krni-t Graa. Norman O'Neill composed the

Incidental music The costumée were designed by Percy Me-Quotd
and Elmer Tafllnger super«. l»ed the period art.

IHK MAShED WllMAV. \. H. Woods »HI offer Helen MacKellar in

thle play by Kate Jordan, besed on the French of < hartes Mere, at

the Eltinge Theater on Friday night. lo»»ell Sherman ha« a featured

P le. \mong othere In the cast are Ian Keith. Ethel Jackson. Flor-

enre Flynn, Jane Houston, Glady« Frailn. Russell Hllmr.re and Albert

Tavemlcr. The ««ren« of the play I» Perl«.

Guild play. "R. U. B." on« ba» th«

feeling thi« ie the first drama «bown

in thi« country, touching th« deeper
t.uman dril'» of the time, which might
be i» itne.««e«l w.th enthu«ia«m by Niko¬

lai La-nine and Samuel Gompers. by-
Morris Hiliquit and William Z. Foster.
I' take« up efficiency problem» with M
sure a grasp aad knowledge that it

»oild attract Herbert J. Hoover OS
the other hand, a Hendrik Van Lea«

would without doubt feel that the

story of mankind in the future Is here
told competently in terms of conjec¬
ture. That is, this drama runs a«

«taraafly a« the latest movie storms,

while it i» intellectually, in that way
/»f speaking. « lot more important than
Mr. Wells'« "Outline of Hi«tory." with
es many surprise» as the latest rom-

prehensive work on goat and monkey
giand esperinrent«.

:!. SANDBl

Concerning Miss
Sophie Treadicel

SOPHIE TREADWELL, sathor

"Gringo," the play of Mexico,
the Comedy Theater, Is no novi

at play-»a>rlUng, though this Is h«r fli

pl»y to r«ach production on Broadwi
She ha« been w-rltlng playa for t|
laat fov.»t«en 7ears. Altogether al

bas »aritten nineteen. Once, when si
wai In Waahlngton at th« Library
Congress looking over copyright re

ords she found the titles of five of hi

pleya that ihe had actually forgotte
Miss Treudwell was onee en aetrei

In stock In California and beceme

protege of Mme. Mo«U«ska. It w»

while aha waa studying with Modjesk
tnat «he decided to write drama. On

of her early msnueerlpt« waa accep

ed by en Eastern producer on the cor

dttlon thet the writer mak« certai

change« in her plot. "Ne," adviee

Modjeska, don't begin by (hangln
lyour jilays. Unless It is produced th

way you want It let It go unprc

dueed."
Mis» Treadwell followed this ad-ie

et the time, but later learned the

play« are really wri'.. while the;
art in rehearsal.
While she we« studying - th Modjes

ka the tragedienne started work 01

her memoirs. Misa Treadwell did th»

a-tual writing of that book. Aftei

that she did newspaper work, first or

"The San Francisco Bulletir '

has filled important post« on Ne«

York newspapers, including that of wai

corr*»r»ondent for "H-irp«r's Weekly'
and a string of Waaten papers in th*

World War. She reported Obregon i

rebellion in Mexico for The Tribune

\1 ihr Columbia
Dan Coleman »rill present a two-act

burlesque called 'Silent Partner«. »«

I by the America« Girl» «'ompany,
an onranitation new to burleaque. Ap-

: peering with Mr Coleman will be

I Jeanttte Buckley, Rose llemley, Alma

B««.er. Charles Raymond. Jlmmi» Ha

James L< aatSC, F.ddi«

Van. Jack Spellman, Hilde Le Roy and

others.

man, and I knew that I had to hit him between the eye« to distract him

from more imminent thing»." "Not at all." Mr. Golden rejoined; "it

was your boyish imagination and your wild exuberance popping all over

the place that eau*'«- most of the hard work." Mr. Golden summoned
onttOf hi« eetretar¡es. "Send :ne," said he, "the dossier of "The Seventh
Heaven.' " And I give you my word, a boy brought in a «tack of type¬

written manuscript three feet high. "There," «aid Mr. »Golden, "is rep-

re«ented in a small way what I have done to and for and what I have

.-«used Mr. Strong to do to and for "The Seventh Heaven."" Mr. Strong

thereupon «miled as a cat who has eaten a canary, and so, indeed, did Mr,

Golden. "Austin made Diare a gentle prwtitut.» for in»tance," aajaj Mr.

Golden, "and I change«) her from that to an innocent, lovable and vi»_»\rioua

pickpocket, since I produce nothing but clean plays. I felt at sur« th«

rlsy wii rood that I tried it i* TMrnit. where there are inteHlee»»» .. ri

sophisticated critics and audience«, and I sent such players to play i

Ule Varesi. Katherine Cornell and Louis Bennison.
"You are s wise pr..>dueer," »ait. Mr. Strong to Mr. Golden. "Whei

Charles lullinpham sent 'The Better XHk
. hack

When Al Woods otTered you a half ink-rv-.t in 'Partners Again' yoi

couldn't «tee it." "Well. Austin." Mr. Golden replied, "I wa« a littlt

wrong in those cases, bat what does it matter so long as I am right about

you snd the 'The Seventh Heaven.' I knew all along, despite th« contemp¬

tuous sneers of my friends, that 'The Seventh Heaven' would supply more

intelligent happiness to my fellow men than 'LightninV which it is doing,

if I msy judge from »ads afteriiom's box office statement." "How much to«

day," Mr. (¡olden asked casually of the treasurer of the Booth Theatar/'

"As much as possible, Mr. Golden," «aid she. "Two thousand, one nun»

.'?"»H and »i»-4i'rv trrttv dtillar«. and half that mueh mor» tur*ttsd away."

Diana Bourbon, In "t.oyalttei"

The Playbill
A Bulletin of Who's Who and Whata What

By Beauvaia Fox

THK Christmas cargo of plays would break in aund«r any horn of

plenty. God indeed rest merry the gentlemen undismayed who
»eek to view «11 the new offering» provided by the producer« for

the week beyond tin«. Nine major productions are scheduled within the
Christmas octave, compared with live last year. And, besides, there will
be a number of special presentations for chihlren. Of the nine, eight
.r« announced for Mond.-y, < hristmaa Day. They are B1LLIE BURKE
in "Rom Briar," at the Empire; the THEATER GUILD production of the

French miracle play, "The Tidings Brought to Mary," at the Garrick;
MARGARET LAWRENCE in "Secreta," an English comedy drama, at

the Fulton; PATTI HU'KOll* in«*-
"Glory," at the Van.Urbilt. I'l'.i

WOOD In "Th« Clinging Vine," at t

Knickerbocker: FAV HAINTER in "T

Lady Cri»tilinda," »t the rlroadhun
th« Eqt'lTY PLAYERS nr

JESSE LYNCH WI1J.1AMSS "1
Not?**, at th» Fortysighth Street, a

L*-0 DFTRICHSTEtN in "TI »

Egotist" at th« Thirty-ninth Stre

Th»at»r. And on Wednesday, Decei
h»r 27, ETHEL HARRY.MORE will ha
bar premier» in "Romeo and Juliet,''
th« Longacre.
A« h« indicate« in the title ot* r

myiUry play, "T.he Rear Car," Fl
WARD E. ROSE hat choien the la

car of th« Continental Limited, «pee
Ing eastward from Los Anseiet, up

st«»p Inclín« toward the Grand Canyo
for the aetting. TAU.OIt If«.! Ml

a desctÍT«, will be the ttar,

othen in the ea»t ar» Rtiltl- K"I ' U vl
*>VR,»,HT KRAMLK, CLYDE NORTI
KDWfN WALTER. JA*. Uli Ml

JAMES RRUMU'HY Jr. F1IO K \K
JAM: SP.YMOl H. M tRI.CEHITE M V
WELL ant ANN MLRRM K.
WYNS will pre»ent the piny at the So

wyn Theater, Roiton, on i'hristmi

night. H. H. «TRAS
changed the title of MRS
play from "P»ddy" to "Th«- Laat Card
The name of the leading- characto
Paddy, whi' h Mr«. F'»ke portray», wi

rSaSSifl the »ame. GEORC.
LAN is staging "Lonely Wir«»

which started out as a farce, but i» na
married to mulle. MARTIN BROW
adaptad th« book. WILLI ORTMA
wrote the musio and ( YRt'f. D. WOO
th« lyric«. CHARLES HI (.<««.h

MAaUOH ham.01 PATIH ia O'roN
NOR. JA< K si'l IRKS. BETTY PIERC
and FLUKE"»« I MOoKK ar« amon

the principa!« Of taTeSISS, ther» wl!
b» a sew title. It i« unthinkable fo

Aft W00D8 to put on « piay withou
also putting on his titl« steeplechas

.ina'ion contest.
"Part' »ri Again" is presented in I,on

M IIVItlílsON.who.tagei
the play her», will ,,.> abc >ad to put th«

Engli«n pla/ei« through their prclimi
nary workout». . .

It hat b«e i »uggeitid along Broad
l\M i OWL and ETHEI

LUHtYMORE appear concurrently It

"Romeo and Juliet" it would b« a»

4C0ti0r»i » ti) have
rait«, at lent to far as the minoi
rhara-ter» ar» concerned. Thut th«
curtair: «n Mi»» Barrynioie'» Juliel
might ri.e a tim» or »im« and a hall
«head of that on Mi»« Cowl'«. A thorl
taxi rid« from th» Longaer« to th»
Selw« n would enabl« character» whe
ar« laid low in the aarly «

have tit«if taking off in the houta» of
both Cipulet Hopkin» and Montagu«
Salwyn. J\NE1 M>\IK. * |

appeared in tha la«*. "P
at th« Wint»r Garden, has been en-

ral,'«I for "The Pink Slip." which ih»
SHI BERTS ar» planning to bring to

IIM BARTON «rill be «tarred,
and Mi*» Adair. it it understood, will
be feituied The Pink «Slip"
mu»:c«l sl« >h the lai«

»a» to appear
iTand

< H A RLE.*) FRANC 8 "The

Tiding« Brought tu Marv." »hi«
Th««ter Guild will patent at th«
Carrick on Chrittmas Nijht.
The l><
be in the new mu»ic»l ptuductUn that

i» to reopen the Winter Garden.
(. Ml. k WE i» on h««
She i« to act before the camera in
Ron« JAMES SHfDK.i
¦».ho wa» formarly ganara] n.jnager for
U U.ENHAIS R KRMPER. i« pre-

4 to produce "Ti .imp,"
a drama by JOHN STAPLETON.
CRORGR IL COHAN i» gaing to gira

his players a Chriitma« holiday.
Neither "Little Nellie Kelly* at the
Liberty nor "So This I» l.omlonT" at the'
Hudson will give the usual i'1-.rlsti iaa

ma, i.u». SBMOtri
"The Dragon," which will be presented
for special matinees at the Earl Car¬
roll Theater beginning Tuesday after¬
noon, I».rem,..r 2«, has not been seen

in thi» country. Lady Gregory wrote

tho play in 1017 and it wa» first pro¬
duced at the Abbey Theater, Dublin,
on April 21. 1919. M.LAN
POLLOCK will presont "A Pinch lilt«
t"r" at ti.«« Ostral Theater, Chicago,
on Clirlstrr.i« night !(«. baa changed
the name of the H. M. IARWOOD
force romed;.' to "Why, ('«»rtalnly "

Holly Prefi-rrcd,"
BOI.I" »»ill firing

UAMini KllilV back to the stage
for I,. g lier l'ing

run »Id New Yor'«..'' will
open in Hartford on Deeei be* S.

v. II I IAD KAta
itn.W BtATKl» l SB ROI I rBOM
\* KOM, l DM \»l» VAX i OAN
HAROUFMALBIK-, , . . AAI
IHtl PMAiri «ke."
is to be recast.
M Ql ITW I»' Hi W.who jome.tke

company h nfter leaving as

.lirector of the Equ ha«
withdrawn. It I» »aid that GEORGE

BY may be engaged for the plaee.
B. 1DEV PAYNE w II »r,.

"Catting and Directing a Tlay" at the
Earl' Carroll Theater this «fternoon.
under th« direction of the New York
Drama League. . GEOKGR W
I.EDEREK has started rehearsals of
his n«w musical production. It waa

originally called "The Strawherry
Blonde," but it Is understood that the
title i» to be change! | r of
P.ache»." VI» \ MAI Wl H
MA. HEW. MABCI I1ÎTE
MADELINE CAMBIO

IACI MACGOl :n I INI,
.il.-i loKin.. ÜEORGI

i! ir J08IPH - liTB MAMA aad
v.li l 1AM < -Ml N i« th« cora«

pany. To-night the Stuyvosant
Player« will give an additional
formance of their program of one Mt

plays at the Greenwich Village Theater.
The hill c -»tale Mate," by
MAL4 '»i N I A PMAD1 J of
the Book/' l«> RBfll In «

Stabl«II MIEI.I.\M).
«nd -»Ltal I .' I ""' N MC

Of th« out-of-town comment on In¬

coming attraction» for Chrtatau« »>«»li
tefcerfl Garland, writing In

"The Baltimore American" of "The

Clinging Vine," smites th» mention»

ICI Wee«,

-

a« ¦ «

than »v*r k-

Bernard Shaw has bee«
i'b play
U»r'ha

Kalicn is »oon to aj,»er, out of a «Sal

nic»#

iC«*»H«ti«« .* »«alt a»t*t
1


